St Gabriel’s Music Heritage Project – Congregation Survey   
 
Dear everyone,  
 
Can you help? 
As you may already be aware, the Organ Committee is hard at work on a fundraising bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund, to undertake a complete restoration of the organ. It may sound OK during services, but the reality is that it is in an incredibly poor condition and deteriorating rapidly! 
As part of this project, we are planning a range of activity including performances, schools and community workshops, and offering organ lessons to young people, all inspired by the very rich musical heritage here at St Gabriel’s. 
An important aspect of the project is the creation of a ‘digital archive’. That is, an online library containing as many artefacts (photos, concert programmes, newspaper cuttings, recordings, parish notices etc.) as we can find, going all the way back from the present day to the installation of the organ in 1905. We are also very interested to record and include your stories of being involved with music at St Gabriel’s, whether that is as a performer or a congregation/audience member, and the impact this may have had on your life. FYI it is likely we will accompany the digital archive with an in-church exhibition at some point.  
At a later stage, we might ask some of you to be involved, for example, by writing, being interviewed, or even filmed, if you’d be comfortable with that. 
In the meantime, we are keen to assess the extent of such material at this point, not least because it will hugely strengthen our bid if we are able to refer to it.  
We would be very grateful if you would take a few minutes to answer the questions on the reverse of this sheet: 
 
With best wishes, 
Tim, Corinne, Helen, Jim, Jonathan, Lisa & Myles The Organ Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
Email address: __________________________________________________ 
 
Have you been involved in music-making at St Gabriel’s and if so, please describe your involvement (e.g. singing in the choir / the Operatic Society / a school concert / a come-and sing): 
 
 
 
 
 
Who else from your family/friends might have been involved: 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any particular memories which stand out, or that you’d like to tell us about (no matter how trivial – we’re happy to hear!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does music at St Gabriel’s mean to you and what has it meant to you throughout your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think it’s important for us to preserve the musical heritage of St Gabriel’s and continue it into the future? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is it possible you might have something to contribute to the archive? This could be an anecdote, some memorabilia, or the story of how you or your family has contributed or gained from musical activities here. Please give us an idea below (feel free to go into detail): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there anything you would like to say in support of the bid? What arguments do you see for restoring the organ? What arguments do you see for documenting the musical heritage of the church and making it accessible, and passing this heritage and the skills of organ playing on to future generations? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to continue thoughts overleaf! When complete, hand this sheet to the Parish Office or via email to stgabriel.heaton@gmail.com
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you’d prefer to contribute in another way let us know via singingstgabriel@gmail.com. Many thanks! 
